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In worship this Advent season, we join one another in 
watching for God’s presence among us.

We begin with special arrangements for worship on 
Sunday, December 1. Rather than our regular schedule 
of three worship services, United Church will gather at 
8:45 for a service led by the Youth Choir and at 11 for 
a joint service led by La Mesa Band and the Chancel 
Choir. Both will be services of communion and will be 
held in the sanctuary. As we begin Advent, we want to 
celebrate our unity as one congregation. 

In the sermon on that day, I’m planning to share details of a fi ve-year vision for 
our ministry as a congregation. Worship will be followed by two “talk-back” 
sessions facilitated by the Strategic Planning Coordinating Team so that we can 
gather feedback on the draft vision statement that I will talk about. I want you to 
know that I’m tremendously excited about our future together in ministry. I know 
we will all work together as we grow in unity and justice over the next fi ve years. 
Please come and be a part of the conversation that begins with joint worship on 
Advent I.

Another special opportunity for worship this Advent season is “Searching for 
Stars,” a joint experience with Chapel of the Cross at the UNC Planetarium, 
where we’ll be led by our children’s choirs. Advent also includes Lessons and Car-
ols, a Service of Grief and Hope, and our worship on Christmas Eve. 

In all these times when we gather as one church, we’re searching for the star—
God’s gift of Christ Jesus to the world. In that star, we behold the promise of 
peace. In that star, we are assured of grace. In that star, we are blessed with tran-
scendent love.

So, come! Join with us as we search for God’s vision for our church community. 
Don’t miss out on worship and ministry this Advent season.

Reverend Cameron Barr

UCCH GIVING TREE

Th e Giving Tree at United 
Church is an invitation to 
reach our neighbors at Sea-
well Elementary, Fisher Me-
morial United Holy Church 
of America, First in Families, 
Refugee Support Center and 
members of our congrega-
tion. Beginning November 
24, the Board of Children’s 

Ministry invites you to share 
in our ministry by giving 

generously to our neighbors. 
Th e giving tree will be in 

a new location outside the 
church offi  ces. Please help us 
by: taking a tag from the tree 
and entering your contact in-
formation, placing all gifts in 
gift bags, donating wrapping 
paper (gifts will be wrapped 

by the organizations at a later 
date),  and returning the  

gifts by noon on December 
8th. If you have questions or 
if your family would benefi t 

from this ministry please 
reach out to agrove@united-
church.org or to one of our 

pastors.
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ADVENT WORSHIP & EVENTS

A SERVICE OF GRIEF AND HOPE 
(December 4, 6:45 pm) Many enter the season of 
advent grieving. We invite you to gather for a service 
of grief and hope so that we might invite the Spirit 
into our longing and our waiting. 

SEARCHING FOR STARS
(December 6, 6 pm) Th e Children’s and Youth 
Choirs of United Church and Chapel of the Cross 
are hosting a concert and dinner to celebrate the 
Feast of St. Nicholas. Th e evening includes a light 
supper and crafts at Chapel of the Cross, and a con-
cert and star show at the Morehead Planetarium. Th is 
event is now fully registered.

TAIZÉ ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE 
(December 8, 7 pm) Taizé is a style of Christian 
worship that originated in Taizé, France, some 75 
years ago. It is woven with Christian song and chants, 
prayerful silence, and scripture readings. Th e eff ect is 
profound and takes one deeper, beyond intellect, into 
the very heart of worship.  

CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH ST. NICK 
(December 11, 5:45 pm) Come and enjoy a Christ-
mas Party with friends and family. Heavy hors d’oeu-
vres served at 5:45 pm. Carol singing and Santa’s visit 
begin at 6 pm. Please bring desserts to share. Music 
by UCCH Brass Ensemble! 

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
(December 16, 6:30 pm)
Th e Women’s Group Christmas Potluck and Gift 
Exchange will be December 16.  Pat Langelier will 
be our host for this annual event.  Please bring a dish 
to share for dinner and an anonymous wrapped item 
for the Yankee Swap gift exchange. All women of the 
church are invited. For more information, contact 
Cindy Johnson, clj5823@yahoo.com. 

LESSONS & CAROLS 
(December 18, 6:30 pm) In this candlelight service 
the Christmas Narrative is told through selected pas-
sages of scripture and poetry. Th e Grace Notes, Junior, 
Choir, Youth Choir and Chancel Choir will lead carols 
and anthems that bring the story of Christ’s coming to 
light.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
(December 24, 4 pm) Th is lively service includes 
carols, an interactive reading of the nativity story and 
communion. We’ll provide nativity costumes but if 
your child would enjoy being one of the animals at the 
manger, he or she may wear their own costume. You 
are  invited to bring an inexpensive baby gift for Jesus 
(bibs, spoons, lotions, diapers), which will be given to 
families of newborns in need. Following the service, 
we’ll move to the Assembly Hall for a birthday party 
for Jesus. Cake and punch will be served.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
(December 24, 7 pm) Reverend Cameron Barr will 
preach and the Youth Choir will lead the music.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WITH 
COMMUNION 
(December 24, 9 pm) Reverend Cameron Barr will 
preach and the Chancel Choir and Chamber Singers 
will lead the music. 

SERVICIO DE NOCHEBUENA/ 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
(December 24, 9 pm) Reverend David Mateo will be 
preaching. 

NEW YEARS EVE CONCERT 
(December 31, 7 pm) Celebrate New Year’s Eve at 
United Church. Th e Bradshaw Quartet and friends 
will once again present an evening of jazz standards 
and originals at 7  pm on New Year’s Eve. An off er-
ing will be taken for the Interfaith Council for Social 
Service (IFC). Make this your celebration of the new 
year - or just start your evening here before continuing 
your your celebrations elsewhere!
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

SUNDAY DECEMBER 1
8:45 am Festival Worship 
10 am Adult Programs
10 am Sunday School
11 am La Mesa Worship
11 am Worship & the Word
12:15 pm Youth Choir
5 pm Confi rmation Class

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 4
6:30 pm A Service of Grief and Hope
5 pm Grace Notes & Jr Choir Rehearsal

FRIDAY DECEMBER 6
6 pm Searching for Stars 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 8
8:45 am Festival Worship
10 am Sunday School
10 am Adult Programs
11 am La Mesa Worship
11 am Worship & the Word
12pm Giving Tree Gifts are due
12:15 pm Youth Choir
5 pm The Hub- Youth
7 pm Taize Worship Service

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11
5 pm Grace Notes & Jr Choir Rehearsal
5:45 pm Christmas Party with St. Nick

SUNDAY DECEMBER 15
8:45 am Festival Worship
10 am Adult Programs
10 am Sunday School
11 am La Mesa Worship
11 am Worship & the Word

12:15 pm All Church Potluck
12:15 pm Grace Notes & Jr Choir Rehearsal
12:15 pm Youth Choir
4 pm Confi rmation Class

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18
5:30 pm Lessons and Carols Rehearsal
6:30 pm Lessons and Carols

FRIDAY DECEMBER 20
5:30 pm Caroling- Youth

SUNDAY DECEMBER 22
8:45 am Festival Worship
10 am Sunday School
11 am La Mesa Worship
11 am Worship & the Word
12:15 pm Youth Choir

TUESDAY DECEMBER 24
4 pm Family Christmas Service
7 pm Christmas Eve Service
9 pm Christmas Eve Service
9 pm Fiesta de Navidad

SUNDAY DECEMBER  29
*9:30 am Festival Worship
11 am La Mesa Worship

TUESDAY DECEMBER  31
7 pm New Year’s Eve Concert

*Please note service time.

SAVE THE DATES:
Light Up Your Winter 

January 15, 22, 29, and February 5



ONLINE
WEBSITE

WWW.UNITEDCHURCH.ORG

FACEBOOK
/UNITEDCHURCHOFCHAPELHILL

WORSHIP HOURS
Festival Worship 8:45am
*La Mesa Worship 11am

Worship & The Word 11am 919-942-3540
 *en español e ingles

STAY CONNECTED

CONTACTSERVICE

UNIIITTEEEDDDD CCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHUUUUUUUURCH 
of CHHHHAAAPPEEEEEELLLLLL HHHHHHHHIILLLLLLLLLLL

1321 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD 
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27514


