UNITED CHURCH of CHAPEL HILL

FESTIVAL WORSHIP

NOVEMBER 30, 2025 | 10:30 A.M.
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT



*Please stand, as able, when indicated with an asterisk.
Bold text indicates congregational response.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Excerpt from the Goldberg Variations, #13

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
In the morning and in the night,
in the darkness and in the light,
all the earth lies in waiting.
What is it that we’re waiting for?

We wait for a child, Mary’s child. This child is the hope of the world.
Why do we hope for this child?

This is the Christ Child, /mmanuel, God-with-us.

Through this child, God will redeem the world from all her aches and pains.
So while we wait and watch and wonder,
while we hope and pray and praise,
We will lift our hearts to the God of all the earth.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE 106 My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God,
You hold us in our hope and in our hesitation,
but you know that we are prone to wander from you.
When we struggle to see your spirit stirring among us,
Show us a light in the darkness.
When we feel stuck in the sadness of this world,
Remind us of your liberating love.
When we stray from your promise of redemption,
Draw us back into life with you. Amen.

J.S. Bach

MARIAS LOVSANG



*PROMISE OF GRACE
The Living God is always full of grace.
No matter what we’ve done,
where we’ve come from,
or where we’re going,
God meets each of us with endless grace.
Know that in Jesus Christ, you are loved, seen, and forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 2:1-5 Pew Bible page 550
Matthew 24:36-44 Pew Bible page 806

CHILDREN'S MOMENT

Congregational response: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Toda la Tierra (All Earth is Waiting)
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SERMON Awaiting Dawn

*HYMN OF THE DAY 107

CALL TO SHARING

ANTHEM Sicut cervus

Rev. Cameron Barr

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

thirst for God’s presence and light.

Program notes: Sicut Cervus by Palestrina is a Latin setting of Psalm 42:1, “As the deer longs for springs
of water, so longs my soul for you, God.” The season of Advent calls us to be watchful for Christ’'s com-
ing, and Palestrina’s setting expresses our longing for God’s peace. Like a deer searching for water, we

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
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*INVITATION TO AN OPEN TABLE
We gather around the table of hope,
Knowing that God meets us here.
We gather around the table of peace,
Grateful for the presence of our neighbors.
We gather around the table of joy,
Waiting for the Spirit to renew us.
We gather around the table of love,
Trusting that Christ has saved us a seat.



PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy
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Please come forward to receive the bread and cup. We offer a gluten-free option in the basket with purple linens
and serve only non-alcoholic grape juice. Raise your hand if you would like a pastor to bring the elements to
you. Communion cups may be left in the openings on the back of the pews.

COMMUNION MUSIC

Es ist ein Ros entsprungen trad. German, harm. Michael Praetorius

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks, gracious God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the
presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



*HYMN OF BLESSING 104 We Hail You God’s Anointed ELLACOMBE

*BENEDICTION

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Excerpt from the Goldberg Variations, #10: Fughetta J.S. Bach

YEAR-END GIVING
Please remember the church in your year-end giving by supporting the general fund, the Pillars of Prom-
ise Capital Campaign, or any of our special ministries. There are many ways to support the church or
other institutions that are important to your practice of generosity at the end of the year, including gifts
of cash or noncash gifts such as stock or other appreciated assets. For those who are 70 1/2 and older,
you may consider Qualified Charitable Distributions from an IRA.

GIFTS FOR THE GENERAL FUND
AND/OR THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 2026 PLEDGE FORM

2026
STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN

Pledge online here: bit.ly/ucch2026 or put your

Give online here: onrealm.org/ucch/give/now pledge card in the offering plate or mail,

GRATITUDE CORNER
Dear Pastors Cameron and Caleb,
Dear Maria Teresa Palmer,
Beloved brothers and sisters of UCCH,

| want to express my deepest gratitude for all the support, prayers, and closeness you offered during
these recent days, when the presence of ICE and Border Patrol in our area caused so much concern
among us immigrants. Every message we received, every calming word, and every gesture of solidarity
felt like a warm embrace to the soul. You made us feel safe, accompanied, and deeply valued. In mo-
menfts of uncertainty, you were light, refuge, and strength. Thank you for walking with us, for sustaining
us in faith, and for reminding us that we are not alone. Each day | reaffirm my conviction that UCCH is
the place where | want to continue building my spiritual life—growing, serving, and sharing in community.

With gratitude and affection,
Nubia Rivero Bello

Submissions needed! If you can name something about our church community that makes you
want to give thanks and sing in less than 200 words, we'd love to print it here. Send your submission
tfo mmee@unitedchurch.org.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

November 30, 2025

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Join us in decorating the church with festive greenery
after worship today.

GIVING TREE 2025

Now through Sunday, December 7

Our annual Giving Tree fradition has begun! We invite
you to participate and help provide holiday gifts for
children, adults, and families in our community who
might not otherwise be able to afford them. The free is
located in the lobby next to the church offices. Please
read the instructions before taking a tag. This year, gifts
will go to children from Seawell Elementary, the Refu-
gee Support Center, and Fisher Memorial United Holy
Church of America, as well as adults at Covenant Place.

GOD'S BIDDING ONLINE AUCTION

In support of Church World Service, our annual silent
auction is open now and ends at noon on Friday, De-
cember 5 (the deadline has been extended). Auction
items include vacation rentals, delicious baked goods,
event tickets, frips to the airport, and more! Visit "32auc-
tions.com/GodsBidding2025" to view the auction and
bid on your favorite items.

WALK WITH UCCH IN THE HOLIDAY PARADE
Saturday, December 6 | Parade begins at 10 a.m.

Everyone is invited to walk with our church in the Chapel
Hill-Carrboro holiday parade! Wear your favorite Christ-
mas sweater and help our group pass out candy with
details about Advent and Christmas at UCCH. Learn
more and register here: https://bit.ly/chccsparade

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT WORKSHOP

Saturday, December 610 a.m. -12 p.m.

The Visual Arts Committee is sponsoring an ornament
making workshop on December 6. You are invited to
make an ornament out of felt, clay, and/or beads to
hang on your tree or gift to a loved one this Christmas.
Please contact Cely Chicurel (celychicurel@gmail.com)
to sign up. This workshop is best suited for ages 11 and

up.

SPECIAL ADVENT & CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS

Advent lll | Sunday, December 14
Lessons & Carols Joint Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Las Posadas Christmas Party after worship
Christmas Caroling at 4 p.m.

Longest Night Service | Friay, December 19 at 7 p.m.
Near the longest night of the year, we gather to
honor the darkness many experience, even during
the brightness and cheer of the Advent season.

Christmas Eve | Wednesday, December 24
Family Service at 4 p.m.

Candlelight Service at 7 p.m.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY FORUM

Sunday, December 7 at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Join Richard Edens for a conversation entitled “Ad-
vent: the world is about to turn.” Instead of relegating
“advent” to a cultural countdown to Christmas, come
consider how we recapture the energy of a world
about to turn.

UCCH 101 SERIES FOR PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS
Are you interested in becoming a member of UCCH?
Let’'s make this officiall Visit “bit.ly/UCCHI01” to RSVP
and join us for this series of meetings leading up to
membership day on January 25. We will discuss spir-
ituality, our church community and denomination,
and share open question time, all within a casuall
lunch/snack setting.

Sundays at 12 p.m. in the library:

December 7: Covenant & Community;

January 18: Lunch with Pastors & Preparing to Join.

ADDITIONAL PARKING ON SUNDAYS

If you are able, please consider parking in the UNC lot
on Homestead Road on Sunday mornings to leave
more spaces in the church lot for visitors and those
who need to park closer to the building. The UNC lot
entfrance is between the Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
and Aquatic Drive intersections and is marked with
a "Homestead Operations Center" sign. Large work
frucks are often parked there as well, but there are
still enough spaces for church members to use. You
can walk fo the church from the UNC lof using the
gravel path to the left of the fence at the IFC shelter.

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS IN ENEWS
Our e-newsletter is sent weekly on Tuesdays (English)
and Fridays (Spanish). Sign up at unitedchurch.org.

FROM THE UCCH LIBRARY

* Wright, WM. To be alert: A rumination. Weavings,
22(6), p6-14, Nov/Dec 2007. 205 Wea

% Taylor, B.B. God’s beloved thief. In “Home by An-
other Way,” p3-9. 252 Tay H

% Rossing, B.R. Rapture in reverse: God's vision for
renewing the world. In “The Rapture Exposed,”
pl141-158. 236 Ros R

% Coffey, M. Hope is a blue note. In “Mystery without
Rhyme or Reason,” p3. 811 Cof M

* Gulley, P. If the church were Christian... Peace
would be more important than power. In “If the
Church Were Christian,” p139-155. 261.1 Gul |

These items are on the small wooden rack in the

center of the library. A volunteer, Karen Demby, will be

in the library after the worship service, fo assist you in

finding library materials.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP

SERVICE NOTES

MUSIC: Mark Rossnagel, organ; Chancel Choir
LEAD DEACON: Bill Benjey

GREETERS: Sharon Hanson

READER: Pecter Schay

LIVESTREAM: Bill Siddall

SOUNDBOARD: Bob Sielken

COFFEE HOSTS: Lauren Nichols & Brandon Smith

COVER ART: Star of Mother of the World by Nicholas
Roerich, 1924. Public domain.

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: ]W)l Heart Siﬂgs
Out with Joyful Praise, words ©1992 by G.I.A. Publi-
cations, Inc., Toda la Tierra/All Earth is Waiting, Words
and music ©1972 The Pastoral Musicians, English trans-
lation ©1989 The United Methodist Publishing House.
Harmonization ©1988 Skinner Chavez-Melo. Let Us
Break Bread Together, Harmonization ©1986 by G.1.A.
Publications, Inc. We Hail You God’s Anointed, Word
Alterations ©1993 The Pilgrim Press.

UNITED CHURCH STAFF

SENIOR PASTOR: Rev. Cameron Barr
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR COMMUNITY &
BELONGING: Rev. Caleb Wolf

MINISTER TO CHILDREN: Anitra Grove

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Kati Ruark
BUSINESS MANAGER: Duane Gilbert
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER: Marisa Mee
SEXTON: Bruce Thomas

MINISTER TO YOUTH AND FAMILIES: Jackson Ringley =~ KITCHEN STEWARDS: Hser Nay Htoo & Zoila

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Reyna Alston
PROGRAM ORGANIST: Julie Mitchell
ADJUNCT MUSIC STAFF: Charles Bradshaw (United

Voices of Praise Director), Jennifer Anderson (Junior
Choir Director)

Bienvenido. Welcome. Visitors are invited to take a contact card from the
Narthex or Sanctuary pew pockets to fill out and place in the offering plate. / Se
invita a los visitantes a coger una tarjeta de contacto de los bolsillos de los bancos
del Nartex o del Santuario para rellenarla y depositarla en el plato de las ofrendas.

Fonseca

NURSERY DIRECTOR: Alison Robertson
NURSERY ASSISTANTS: Harper Gray, Kallista
Mela, Mimi Reeves, Anna Grove, Jack Tanner, &
Josh Hart

Or complete the form online:
O rellene el formulario en linea:

Your support of UCCH makes our worship and ministry possible.
Give online: onrealm.org/ucch/give/now | Venmo: @ UCCHNC

WEBSITE FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, & YOUTUBE PHONE
unitedchurch.org /unitedchurchofchapelhill 919-942-3540

A PLACE o) BELONGING FOR ALL GOD'S CHILDREN



