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*CALL TO WORSHIP		
At the water’s edge, Jesus called his disciples.
     at the water’s edge, God reveals God’s presence.
A prophet cries out:
Listen to me, coastlands;
    pay attention, all people far away.                                  	 Isaiah 49
Let waters spring up in the desert,
    and streams emerge in the wilderness.                         	 Isaiah 35
The Lord proclaims:
Come to me, and I will give you springs of living waters.  		  John 7
let justice roll down like a river,
        and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.         		  Amos 5

*Please stand, as able, when indicated by asterisk. Bold text indicates congregational response.

WELCOME	    	        

OPENING VOLUNTARY		         Prelude on LEANDER		    trad. American folk hymn trad. American folk hymn

INTROIT					     Reflections				       Kathrine Hoover

*HYMN OF PRAISE		     Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing		                    NETTLETON                  NETTLETON
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REJOICING

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing87

England/U.S.A.
8.7.8.7.D.

NETTLETON

Words: Robert Robinson, 1735–1790; Sp. tr. George P. Simmonds, 1890–1991; 
             Fr. tr. F. Augé-Daullé, 1875–1972
Music: John Wyeth, 1770–1858
Sp. tr. © 1967 George P. Simmonds (admin. Cánticos Escogidos)



*COLLECT IN ESPAÑOL           	     	       
Dios, más maravilloso y más amable, gracias por su presencia con nosotros en todos veces 
y maneras. Escúchanos cuando oramos por los pobres, los enfermos, y los vulnerables. 
Proteger y guardar los inmigrantes. Nos ayuda a crecer en el amor de Cristo, con corazones 
fuertes en fe, que podemos ser vecinos buenos por todos sus niños. Amen.

God, most wonderful and kind, thank you for your presence with us in all times and in all ways. Hear 
us when we pray for the poor, the sick, and the vulnerable. Protect and save immigrants. Help us to 
grow in the faith of Christ, with hearts strong in faith, that we can be good neighbors for all your 
children. Amen.
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REJOICING

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing87

England/U.S.A.
8.7.8.7.D.

NETTLETON

Words: Robert Robinson, 1735–1790; Sp. tr. George P. Simmonds, 1890–1991; 
             Fr. tr. F. Augé-Daullé, 1875–1972
Music: John Wyeth, 1770–1858
Sp. tr. © 1967 George P. Simmonds (admin. Cánticos Escogidos)&
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REJOICING

e Frenche Spanish
Viens, toi, Sour-ce de la grâ-ce ;
dans mon cœur, ac-cor-de-moi
pour chan-ter de-vant ta fa-ce
à ta gloire, ô di-vin Roi.
Chants en- am-més d’har-mo-ni-es,
ô ! Sei-gneur, ap-prends-les-moi !
Ma voix, aux voix ré-u-ni-es, 
se-ra a-jou-tée en foi.

Mon E-be-né-zer, je dres-se
i-ci où, par toi, je vins ;
puis-sé-je, par ta ten-dres-se,
al-ler à toi, d’où je viens.
Jé-sus me cher-chait, un ê-tre
loin du roy-au-me de Dieu ;
et pour ma ran-çon, le Maî-tre
don-nait son sang pré-ci-eux.

De plus en plus re-de-va-ble
je me sens, ô doux Sei-gneur ;
mets-moi des fers se-cou-ra-bles
pour gar-der mon fai-ble cœur.
Gar-de-le, car il s’in-cli-ne
à quit-ter ton bras bé-ni ;
cher Sau-veur, Sour-ce di-vi-ne,
ô ! re-fer-me-le sur lui. A-men.

Fuen-te de las ben-di-cio-nes,
tu gran-de-za~en-sal-za-ré;
por tu gra-cia`y tus bon-da-des
a-la-ban-zas can-ta-ré;
que me en-se-ñes a-quel him-no
de los que~en tu de-rre-dor
dí-a`y no-che~en-to-nan siem-pre,
“¡Dig-no tú~e-res, oh Se-ñor!” 

Mis lo-o-res yo te~e-le-vo,
pues tu~a-yu-da ya~al-can-cé;
por tu ple-na gra-cia~es-pe-ro
que~en tu rei-no yo~en-tra-ré.
Bus-ca Cris-to~al ex-tra-via-do 
que~a su grey a-ban-do-nó;
por sal-var-me del pe-li-gro
su pre-cio-sa san-gre dio.

Yo deu-dor soy a tu gra-cia
ca-da dí-a más y más;
mi~al-ma~e-rran-te pa-ra siem-pre
a ti, Cris-to, li-ga-rás.
Es-te co-ra-zón pro-pen-so
a de-jar al Dios de~a-mor
hoy el-men-te te lo~en-tre-go;
¡oh! re-cí-be-lo, Se-ñor. A-mén.
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SCRIPTURE READING		     	  Matthew 3:1-17Matthew 3:1-17		             Pew Bible page 784Pew Bible page 784

CHILDREN'S MOMENT		

SERMON				          Hearts & Lives				        Jackson RingleyJackson Ringley

CHILDREN'S RESPONSE			            Where Children Belong			        RITCHIERITCHIE

      
This, this is where

   
chil dren be long,

     
wel comed as part of the

   
wor ship ing throng.- - - - -

       
Wa ter, God's Word, bread and

   
cup, prayer, and song:

     
This is where chil dren be


long.- - -

Where Children Belong
 RITCHIE

James Ritchie

© 1999 Abingdon Press

The Faith We Sing #2233 (Unit. Meth)

*HYMN OF THE DAY 115		              The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore

CALL TO SHARING          	         	        	     		

ANTHEM				             23rd Psalm			    	    Bobby McFerrinBobby McFerrin

Program notes: Bobby McFerrin’s setting of Psalm 23, composed in memory of his mother, is a gentle 
meditation on trust in God’s abiding presence. Heard in this context, we are invited to practice our faith 
by listening for God’s voice and choosing to follow where God leads.



PASTORAL PRAYER						      	             	       	             	       

LORD’S PRAYER  								                   	         								                   	         
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  								                   	        								                   	        

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS        	       	   	 Doxology 		 LASST UNS ERFREUENLASST UNS ERFREUEN


  

Praise
     
God from whom all bless ings

 
flow; Praise

     
Christ all crea tures here be


low;- - -


  

O,

   
praise God! Al le

  

lu ia! Praise

     
Ho ly Spi rit, Com for


ter;- - - - - - -




 
One,

     
God, Tri une whom we a

  
dore, O,

   
praise God! O,

 
praise God!- -


  

Al le

   
lu ia! Al le

   
lu ia! Al le


lu


ia.- - - - - - - - -

Doxology

LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Geistliche Kirchengesangäng, Cologne, 1623

Thomas Ken, 1674
adapt. William B. Abernethy

*INVITATION TO AN OPEN TABLE			   		          
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You may be seated. Let us pray.

Please come forward to receive the bread and cup. We offer a gluten-free option in the basket with purple linens 
and serve only non-alcoholic grape juice. Raise your hand if you would like a pastor to bring the elements to 
you. Communion cups may be left in the openings on the back of the pews.



GRATITUDE CORNER 

I would like to publicly express my thanks to Andrea Tanner and Erin Day and the Welcoming Committee as 
well as Alex Chrisco and the Board of Member Engagement and Stewardship for their amazing work in the 
life of our church. From the extravagant welcome being shown to the many new faces that we are seeing 
on Sunday morning to the most successful stewardship campaign since Covid, the work that has been 
done by these individuals and teams is helping bring a renewed energy to the life of our church. Thank you 
all for showing us what caring for community looks like. —Jeff Hall

Submissions needed! If you can name something about our church community that makes you 
want to give thanks and sing in less than 200 words, we'd love to print it here. Send your submission 
to mmee@unitedchurch.org.

*HYMN OF BLESSING 573		        Lead On Eternal Sovereign	           	                 LANCASHIRE	           	                 LANCASHIRE

CLOSING VOLUNTARY			     Voluntary and Fugue in C 		            G.F. Handel

*BENEDICTION			      Adapted from Colossians 3:17 (NRSVue)
Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of Jesus Christ, giving 
thanks to God our Creator through him.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks, gracious God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the 
presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us 
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

COMMUNION MUSIC 451			       Be Now My Vision			         SLANE



ANNOUNCEMENTS January 11, 2026

WELCOME!
If you are new to United Church, we are so glad you 
are here. Please complete a Welcome Card that can 
be found in the back of the pew, introduce yourself to a 
pastor after the service, and take a gift bag with more 
information about our congregation (available on the 
table outside the sanctuary). We invite you to join us in 
Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments following 
worship today.

MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES BOARD LUNCH AND 
LISTENING SESSION Today, January 11, following La 
Mesa, the Multicultural Ministries Board will be hosting 
a lunch and listening session in the Assembly Hall. This 
gathering is designed to hear from people about their 
dreams and ideas for multicultural ministry at United 
Church, and to create space for folks to discern how 
they might be part of that growth and help bring those 
ideas to life. Everyone is invited to bring food and drinks 
to share. The gathering will conclude by 1:30 p.m.

NEW CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
The Chancel Choir's weekly rehearsals are now held on 
Wednesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. If you have questions 
or would like to join the choir, please contact Minister of 
Music Reyna Alston (ralston@unitedchurch.org).

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING JANUARY 18
You are invited to a congregational meeting on Sun-
day, January 18, following the 10:30 a.m. worship 
services, to discuss and act on several important 
financial decisions. As the Pillars of Promise Capital 
Campaign moves from planning into implementation, 
our next steps involve significant financial commit-
ments and therefore require congregational consider-
ation and approval. More details will be emailed to the 
congregation ahead of the meeting.

JANUARY 18 COMMUNITY FORUM
Next Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 
children, youth, and adults are invited to an intergen-
erational Community Forum focused on hunger and 
service, inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s call to ad-
dress poverty. We will learn about the Free Little Pantry 
project and help design and paint cedar shingles for 
our pantry. Participants will also hear from members 
of our 'food team' about ways our church community 
works to address hunger.

UCCH YOGA: JANUARY CLASSES
Join Melanie Joiner for an all-levels yoga class focused 
on building resilience and community on Fridays at 9 
a.m. in the Assembly Hall: January 16 (chair yoga), 
23, and 30. Questions? Please contact Melanie at mel-
anie.spence@gmail.com.

UCCH 101 RESCHEDULED
Due to the need for a congregational meeting on 
January 18, the next meeting in our UCCH 101 series 
has been moved to Sunday, January 25, at 12:00 
p.m. in the library: Lunch with Pastors & Preparing to 
Join. Our next joint worship & membership service 
will be on Sunday, February 8, at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary.

SAVE THE DATES FOR LIGHT UP YOUR WINTER!
Fridays: January 23, January 30, & February 6 | 5:45 p.m.
You’re invited to our 2026 Light Up Your Winter series! 
Enjoy dinner and activities with our church family. 
Bring your friends, too--these events are open to all. 
Mark your 2026 calendar now for…

January 23: “Zitipalooza” feast, followed by movie 
night, sponsored by the Board of Children’s Ministry 
to benefit the UCCH Preschool.
January 30: Chili Cook-Off & game night
February 6: Baked Potato Bar, followed by fun cou-
ples/partner games and family-focused activities, 
sponsored by the Couples Retreat.

RSVP FOR YOUTH EVENTS IN 
JANUARY & FEBRUARY!
Featured events include a pottery 
class, snow tubing day trip, and a 
parent's night out fundraiser. Use 
the attached QR code to RSVP and 
view upcoming events.

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS IN ENEWS
Our e-newsletter is sent weekly on Tuesdays (English) 
and Fridays (Spanish). Sign up at unitedchurch.org.

FROM THE UCCH LIBRARY 
	z Taylor, B.B. The river of life. In “Home by Another 
Way,” p32-36. 252 Tay H

	z Shaw, L. Jordan River. In “Accompanied by Angels: 
Poems of the Incarnation,” p46.811 Sha A

	z Evans, R.H. Rivers. In “Searching for Sunday: Lov-
ing, Leaving, and Finding the Church,” p36-40. 920 
Eva S

	zWinner, L.F. Baptism. In “The Dangers of Christian 
Practice,” p95-135. 248.4 Win D

	z Martin, J. Jordan: ‘Do you come to me?’ In “Jesus: A 
Pilgrimage,” p96-113. 232 Mar J

	z Thielen, M. Jesus’ identity: Who is Jesus? In “What’s 
the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian”, p67-
72. 232 Thi W

These items are on the small wooden rack in the cen-
ter of the library. A volunteer, Nancy Siebens, will be 
in the library after the worship service, to assist you in 
finding library materials.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Bienvenido. Welcome. Visitors are invited to take a contact card from the 
Narthex or Sanctuary pew pockets to fill out and place in the offering plate. / Se 
invita a los visitantes a coger una tarjeta de contacto de los bolsillos de los bancos 
del Nártex o del Santuario para rellenarla y depositarla en el plato de las ofrendas. 

Or complete the form online:
O rellene el formulario en línea:

MUSIC: Terry Patrickis, flute; Chancel Choir
GREETERS: Mark Kleinschmidt, Peter Barnes
READER: Nanette de Andrade
LIVESTREAM: Brian Moore
SOUNDBOARD: Ron Johnson
COFFEE HOST: Kay Williams

COVER ART: River (detail) by John August Swanson, 
1987. From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The Baptist 
Shouts on Jordan’s Shore Translation ©1993 The Pilgrim 
Press.

SERVICE NOTES

Your support of UCCH makes our worship and ministry possible. 
Give online: onrealm.org/ucch/give/now  |  Venmo: @UCCHNC

A PLACE of BELONGING FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN

PHONE
919-942-3540

FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, & YOUTUBE
/unitedchurchofchapelhill

WEBSITE 
unitedchurch.org

UNITED CHURCH STAFF

SENIOR PASTOR: Rev. Cameron Barr
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR COMMUNITY & 
BELONGING: Rev. Caleb Wolf
MINISTER TO CHILDREN: Anitra Grove
MINISTER TO YOUTH AND FAMILIES: Jackson Ringley
MINISTER OF MUSIC: Reyna Alston
PROGRAM ORGANIST: Julie Mitchell
ADJUNCT MUSIC STAFF: Charles Bradshaw (United 
Voices of Praise Director), Jennifer Anderson (Junior 
Choir Director)

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Kati Ruark
BUSINESS MANAGER: Duane Gilbert
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER: Marisa Mee
SEXTON: Bruce Thomas
KITCHEN STEWARDS: Hser Nay Htoo & Zoila 
Fonseca
NURSERY ASSISTANTS: Harper Gray, Kallista 
Mela, Mimi Reeves, Anna Grove, Jack Tanner, & 
Josh Hart


