
2026 Peacemaking Scholarship Recipients 
                                       Aniya Campbell attends Chapel Hill High School, where she serves as 
                                       president of their Teen Democrats chapter. She is also the president of the
                                       Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP Youth Council. Last October, she organized 
                                       and hosted a student forum at CHHS with their congressional
                                       representative, creating a space where students with a wide range of political
                                       beliefs could ask questions and engage respectfully with elected officials. 
                                       Through experiences like the NC House and Governor’s Page Programs and
                                       the NC Youth Legislative Assembly, she has participated in civic and
                                       educational programs that have strengthened her understanding of public
policy and advocacy. 

Aniya’s commitment to service extends beyond politics. She has volunteered several hours each week
at the Orange County Animal Shelter and helped raise money for local survivors of domestic
violence. Aniya participated in academic programs such as NC Governor’s School, where she
studied civil liberties and global conflict resolution and presented a capstone project exploring the
growing political polarization in America and how to prevent tensions from escalating.

Aniya will attend Spelman College this fall and hopes to pursue a career in politics and public
policy where she can help shape a more equitable and inclusive system.

                                       Zoe Zhang attends Chapel Hill High School and has a passion for
                                       restorative justice, peer mediation, and community equity. Zoe founded the  
                                       CHHS Peer Mediation Program, which provides a safe space for students to 
                                       learn to resolve issues through conversation rather than punishment. The 
                                       program works to depolarize the school environment by increasing dialogue
                                       and understanding among peers. At the Orange County Teen Court, she 
                                       represents first-time juvenile defendants, advocating for fair sentencing.
                                     

                                       At school, she also leads the FreePeriod club, overseeing the distribution of
menstrual hygiene products in school bathrooms and establishing a partnership with the Diaper
Bank of North Carolina. She has also been a member of the CHHS Mock Trial Team for four years,
and has participated in Model UN, NC Governor’s School, and the Page Programs of the North
Carolina Senate, House, and Governor.

Zoe captains her school's varsity tennis team and is an accomplished flutist. In the fall, she will
attend Yale University with the goal of pursuing a career in human rights law.

RSVP HERE:

Kerri Patrick (she/her) & Mat Despard - Kerri Patrick and Mat Despard live in Orange County
south of Carrboro and previously lived in Durham for 15 years. Kerri is a geriatric social worker and
Mat works at UNC. They have two adult daughters- Rachel, who lives in Brooklyn, NY, and Jean
(pronounced zh-ahn not gene), who lives at home. At United Chuch, Kerri is involved with Our
Whole Lives (OWL) and Mat is involved with Justice United and the Men's Group.

Rosendo Peña & Ana Carolina Sequera (Robert Peña) - Rosendo and Anacaro were born in
Venezuela and moved to Chapel Hill in 2013; Robert was born in Durham. They are a family of
musicians, and love making music in various forms. Rosendo founded the non-profit organization
"El Sistema North Carolina," where their mission is to transform lives through music. Anacaro owns
Any Art Music Academy, where she teaches music to young children. Robert is in the sixth grade
and is also involved in music. They are grateful for the warm welcome they have received as
members of UCCH, and look forward to helping you if you ever need them! Translated from Spanish.

Jackson Ringley (they/he) - Jackson is an educator and writer who joined the United Church staff as
Minister to Youth & Families in 2025. Jackson is originally from Fort Mill, South Carolina, and holds
a B.A. in Global Studies & English from the University of South Carolina and an M.Div. from Yale
University. As a youth worker, Jackson has served in parish and non-profit settings to develop
creative educational programming geared toward justice and joy. When not working, you can find
Jackson enjoying the theatre, buried in a (local) bookstore, or convincing friends to tag along for a
day trip. Jackson loves a good TV sitcom and an even better cup of coffee, especially with a “Sammy
Rae & the Friends” song playing in the background. Jackson lives in Carrboro with their two cats,
Pico de Gato and Pierre.

Rodrigo Tossi (he/him) - Rodrigo, Paz Cook (she), and their children, Franco (he) and Amanda
(she), are from Chile and arrived in Chapel Hill four and a half years ago for Paz’s PhD in
Epidemiology at UNC. Rodrigo is a psychologist with experience in community work and mental
health, and he created the radio conversation program “Vientos del Sur” at the Carrboro community
radio station four years ago. He participates in health, arts, and cultural initiatives. Rodrigo joined
UCCH eight months ago as part of a personal journey, and his family accompanies him to church
on special occasions. The entire family is very socially active and participates in community
initiatives for the benefit of the community and for people who need help and support. Translated
from Spanish.

If you are interested in learning more about membership at UCCH, please contact one 
of the pastors. You are also invited to join the upcoming “UCCH 101” sessions (Sundays,
June 21, July 19, and August 16 at 9:15am in the library) as we enjoy breakfast together 
and explore spirituality, our church community, and the UCC denomination through
conversation and time for questions.


